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The sowi:doc Awards and Rising Voices

Each year, the Faculty of Social Sciences awards the sowi:doc Awards to 
selected doctoral graduates in recognition of their exceptional research 
contributions within the context of their doctoral theses. The awards aim to 
encourage doctoral graduates to pursue a career in academia.  
 
A committee of interdisciplinary experts, appointed by the head of the 
faculty, is responsible for making the final decision on the awards. Following 
the establishment of the Vienna Doctoral School of Social Sciences (ViDSS) 
in 2020, the sowi:doc Awards, which were established by the Faculty in 2018, 
have been linked to the Doctoral School. 
 
This year, Rising Voices, which brings together the sowi:doc Award ceremony 
and the annual ViDSS summer celebration, follows this semester’s University 
of Vienna theme, ‘Where is democracy heading?’. Award winners and 
nominees will present their research projects in a science slam, with Sylvia 
Kritzinger, Speaker and Co-Director of the Research Network Democracy and 
Human Rights, commenting on the contribution of the early career research 
projects to important questions of our time. Host Georg Bauer and the  
All Jazz Ambassadors will guide us through the evening.

Rising Voices is organised by the Vienna Doctoral School of Social Sciences 
and the Faculty of Social Sciences.

Pictures taken during the event will  
be published on the event website: 
vds-sosci.univie.ac.at/rising-voices

More about the sowi:doc 
Awards and the winners 
from 2018 to 2025

http://vds-sosci.univie.ac.at/rising-voices
https://vds-sosci.univie.ac.at/your-benefits/funding-and-prizes/sowidoc-awards/sowidoc-awards-2024/
https://vds-sosci.univie.ac.at/your-benefits/funding-and-prizes/sowidoc-awards/sowidoc-awards-2024/
https://vds-sosci.univie.ac.at/your-benefits/networking-and-visibility/rising-voices/
https://vds-sosci.univie.ac.at/your-benefits/funding-and-prizes/sowidoc-awards/sowidoc-awards-2024/


Programme

17:00	 Musical Opening and Welcome Address
Folker Hanusch, Vice Dean for Career Development and International  
Affairs, Faculty of Social Sciences 
Thomas Meyer, Speaker of the Vienna Doctoral School of Social Sciences	
Sylvia Kritzinger, Speaker and Co-Director of the Research Network 
Democracy and Human Rights

17:20	 Science Slam
Selina Noetzel (communication) 
“Why am I seeing this? The power of political microtargeting” 
Michael Anranter (social and cultural anthropology) 
“What a Bulgarian toll machine taught me about democracy” 
Sitara Noor (political science) 
“Nuclear malfeasance and democratic peace ” 
Saroja Adhikari (demography) 
“Your neighbour’s education partly decides your family size” 
Sophie Mayen (communication) 
“More than 3,087 tiny snapshots – still zero easy answers” 
Dominika Betakova (communication) 
“I do (not) want to know! But I will if you force me”

Discussant: Sylvia Kritzinger

	 Musical Interlude

18:30	 sowi:doc Award Ceremony

18:50	 Musical Closing & Reception
With the All Jazz Ambassadors



The Faculty and the Doctoral School

The Faculty of Social Sciences is one of the largest faculties of the 
University of Vienna. The Faculty is committed to the principle of combining 
research and teaching. The Faculty of Social Sciences conducts research 
on a wide range of topics, enhancing academic understanding of nearly all 
societal challenges of our time. In order to address pressing global issues 
it supports the development of solutions and social innovations as well as 
the analysis of transformative processes. The Faculty is a place of tertiary 
and continuing education, giving students the opportunity to specialise 
in a wide range of disciplines. Students study in bachelor’s, master’s and 
doctoral programmes in the fields of political science, social and cultural 
anthropology, communication and sociology. In addition, the Faculty offers 
a master’s programme in gender studies, as well as master’s and doctoral 
programmes in the fields of nursing science, development studies, science 
and technology studies and demography.
 
Building on this foundation, the Vienna Doctoral School of Social Sciences 
(ViDSS) promotes innovative, excellent, problem-oriented research that 
aspires to contribute to societal debates and address key global challenges. 
The cohorts trained and supported by ViDSS are embedded in a vibrant 
research environment with strong international networks. ViDSS connects 
a wide spectrum of disciplinary, interdisciplinary, and transdisciplinary 
perspectives and embraces the full range of epistemological, 
methodological, and theoretical approaches pursued at the Faculty of 
Social Sciences. Committed to the highest standards of doctoral education 
and close, attentive supervision, ViDSS equips candidates to master key 
debates, theories, and methods in the social sciences. In addition to a 
range of activities and funding possibilities for students, ViDSS organises 
onboarding workshops and networking events for supervisors. With more 
than 300 student members, ViDSS is currently one of the largest doctoral 
schools at the University of Vienna.
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